


As one of the trinity of modern Odissi gurus
responsible for the revival of this classical style,
Guru Deba Prasad Das was unique in the fact
that he did not come from the Jagannath temple
tradition – the main source of the mahari
devotional dance. Instead his roots had sprung
from his experience in theatre. It was with the
Annapurna Theatre Group that he gained
reputation as an actor and later, received his first
training in dance from Shri Dayal Saran. Under

Saran, he proved an adept and very quickly gained
fame for his Mayur Dance in the theatre group.
No doubt, his instinct for the dramatic and realistic
portrayals was a major factor in the way he saw
dance.  Guru Deba Prasad Das
taught Odissi to the beautiful
Indrani Rehman who
popularized it internationally
in the 50s. In 1964, he began
to serve as a dance lecturer
at the Utkal Sangeet
Mahavidyalaya and received
the Sangeet Natak
Akademi award in
1977. He

was a senior fellow
doing research on Dance
as Ritual in Jagannath –
Seva and Akhada
Sampradaya. He was working
towards an integration of living
tribal and nontribal traditions
with the great spiritual
tradition of the Jagannath
temple when this effort
was tragically
truncated by his
untimely
passing in
1986. He had
many
students with
whom he
shared his
artistic
perspectives, and
among them Guru
Durga Charan Ranbir
remains an active custodian of
his strong and elemental style.

MOVING STEADILY towards developing
artistic and cultural awareness in the
community, Kalpana Dance Theatre
presents a rare and exciting gathering of
Odissi dancers to make a special
dedication, Anjali, to the late Guru Sri Deba
Prasad Das.

The performance, headed by Guru Durga
Charan Ranbir and produced by Kalpana
Dance Theatre in collaboration with MTC,
will be a first! It features renownedforeign
and  local dancers: Leena and Leesa
Mohanty, well-known to Odissi lovers here,
accompanied by Gayathri Ranbir, daughter
and disciple of Guru Durga Charan Ranbir.

Sharing the stage with them are
Daisygarani Vijayakumaran, and Parveen
Nair, solo artistes who have found their
own following of admirers.

Adding to the excitement are Geetha
Shankaran-Lam, Umesh Shetty, Sumathi
Chandra, Manjula Radha Krishnan, Nadina
Krishnan and Nritta Ganeshi Manoharan.

The production will showcase new and
inspiring pieces with live music by Orissan
musicians. An artistic collaboration of this
scope - Nrutyayan, Bansi Bilas, The
Temple of Fine Arts and Kalpana Dance
Theatre - will bring new energy to and
awareness of the dance here.

kalpanadancetheatre@hotmail.com


